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To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Urban  District  of  Bletchley 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1 966 . 
Vital  Statistics 

These  figures  reflect  a young  vigorous  population  in  the  process 
of  rapid  expansion.  The  picture  presented  varies  little  from  last 
year,  and  shows  a community  whose  health  is  well  up  to  present-day 
norms . 

Infectious  Diseases 

A variety  of  the  common  childhood  infections  invaded  the  town  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year:  chicken  pox  and  mumps  in  particular.  More 
troublesome  was  a german  measles  (rubella)  outbreak  which  caused  me 
some  concern  in  view  of  the  risk  of  this  apparently  mild  condition  to 
the  expectant  mother  at  the  beginning  of  her  pregnancy.  There  are  a 
number  of  children  in  the  area  severely  handicapped  as  a result  of  this 
ante-natal  exposure  and  an  effort  was  made  to  try  and  ensure  that 
mothers,  in  the  first  4 months  of  pregnancy,  who  were  in  contact  with 
rubella,  went  to  their  private  doctors.  The  publicity  given  was  much 
wider  than  anticipated  but  it  seems  that  many  women  did  accept  the 
advice  and  were  given  appropriate  preventive  treatment  by  their  doctors. 
A follow-up  study  has  been  arranged  so  that  any  who  missed  this  treat- 
ment, and  who  gave  birth  to  babies  "at  risk"  are  screened  for  defects 
and  offered  appropriate  help  early. 

Three  cases  of  hookwork  infestation  were  uncovered  in  one 
household,,  The  inhabitants  were  clean  and  on  main  sewerage  so  that 
the  risk  of  spread  was  remote. 

Time  is  regularly  spent  on  observation  of  contacts  or  possible 
contacts  of  the  more  dangerous  infections  - smallpox  and  typhoid  in 
particular  - when  people  arrive  from  abroad.  New  immigrants  are 
visited  to  persuade  them  to  undergo  a chest  X-ray  in  an  effort  to 
keep  tuberculosis  under  control. 

Environmental  Health 

As  the  town  enlarges  I feel  it  becomes  more  important  to  consider 
atmospheric  pollution.  I would  hope  to  see,  at  the  very  least,  that 
new  development  would  start  off  as  smoke  control  areas.  This  would 
not  involve  the  Council  or  ratepayers  in  expense  - to  which  exception 
might  be  raised.  The  Water  Eaton  Development  would  be  a suitable  area 
to  start  and  it  is  possible  that  many  of  the  future  residents  of  this 
area  will  have  arrived  from  a "clean  air  area". 
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While  pollution  continues  to  occur  from  Brickworks  chimneys,  house- 
holders might  feel  reluctant  to  reduce  their  own  contribution  to  the 
p.rohlemc  This  is  hardly  good  reasoning  and  should  not  be  used  as  an 
excuse  to  do  nothing*  The  Alkali  Inspectorate  (who  are  responsible  for 
the  brickworks)  are  aware  of  the  nuisance,  but  the  technical  difficulties 
involved  in  stopping  this  source  of  pollution  appear  insurmountable  at 
present* 

Enough  evidence,  medical  and  aesthetic,  has  been  accummulated  to 
demonstrate  the  harmful  effects  of  a polluted  atmosphere  to  people,  plants 
and  buildings,  I feel  confident  that  in  the  not-too-distant  future 
Parliament  will  make  'Clean  Air'  a statutory  duty  in  the  whole  country* 

This  will  involve  authorities  in  some  expense,  whether  they  are  in  a "black" 
or  relatively  "clean"  area.  It  is  possible  to  avoid  this  expense  if  areas 
are  designated  and  controlled  before  buildings  are  erected*  Householders 
(and  business  owners)  might  take  this  into  account  if  they  have  to  replace 
existing  heating  appliances.  Their  own  costs  would  be  reduced  by 
installing  approved  equipment  capable  of  burning  smokeless  fuel,  gas,  oil, 
or  electricity. 

Health  Education 

The  main  theme  for  Health  Education  during  1966  was  "Home  Safety" 
including  Poison  Hazards  and  Home  Accidents,  A special  effort  was  also  made 
to  encourage  school  children  (and  their  parents)  on  the  value  of  good 
"Foot  Health",  A most  encouraging  report  was  received  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health  showing  survey  data  indicating  that  the  amount  of  smoking  among 
adolescents  was  falling  and  that  there  had  been  substantial  drops  in  the 
proportion  of  cigarette  smokers  in  men  and  women  in  recent  years.  It 
will,  or  course,  take  some  time  for  this  to  be  reflected  in  any  fall  of 
lung  cancer  deaths  or  heart  and  bronchitis  morbidity,  but  one  can  feel 
that  the  effort  put  into  anti-smoking  propaganda  is  not  entirely  submerged 
by  the  advertising  agents  appeals  to  "carry- on-smoking", 

I must  pay  tribute  to  the  work  of  Mr,  James  and  Mr.  Bailey  for  the 
enormous  amount  of  work  now  imposed  on  them  by  the  continuous  flow  of 
legislation, 

I am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
P.  LAVIS. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


GENERAL: 


1965 

1966 

Area  (in  acres) 

4459 

4459 

Population 

22110 

23520 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

6621 

7003 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April)  £1 

,067,122 

£1,191, 782 

Rate  per  £1 

10/7 

12/- 

Sum  represented  by  Id  Rate 

£4,800 

£5,100 

BIRTHS : 

Legitimate  Males 

286 

317 

Females 

211 

271 

Illegitimate  Males 

11 

9 

Females 

6 

10 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  - (adjusted) 
Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  - 

18.3 

21  .2 

Bucks  County 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  - 

19.6 

18.9 

England  & Wales 

18.1 

17.7 

Stillbirths  Males 

4 

2 

Females 

3 

2 

DEATHS : 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  (adjusted) 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  - 

11  o5 

11.7 

Bucks  County 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  - 

8.9 

9.2 

England  & Wales 

11.5 

11.7 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

Nil 

Infant  Mortality  (rate  per  1,000  births) 

13.6 

21.4 

Bucks  County 

14.9 

15.9 

England  & Wales 

19.0 

19.0 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH: 


Cancer : 

Stomach 

Lungs  s Bronchus 
Breast 
Uterus 
Other 
Leukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 
Digestive  Diseases 
Congenital  Malformations 
Accidents:  Motor  Vehicles) 
Others  ) 

All  other  causes 


196,5  1966 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T, 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

3 

8 

1 

9 

5 

2 

7 

0 

4 

4 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

9 

6 

13 

8 

8 

16 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

5 

13 

3 

10 

13 

36 

24 

60 

27 

19 

46 

6 

4 

10 

6 

6 

12 

3 

0 

3 

12 

6 

18 

5 

1 

6 

7 

2 

9 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

2 

0 

2 

4 

0 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

. 2 

4 

14 

4 

18 

7 

8 

15 

98 

56 

134 

86 

72 

CO 

T — 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES: 
NOTIFICATIONS : 

Dysentery  4 
Scarlet  Fever  9 
Measles  77 


Whooping  Cough  10 

Tuberculosis (other 
than  respiratory)  1 
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PERSONAL  HEAL  TH  SERVICES 


The  Area  Health  Office  is  now  situated  at  224  Queensway  and  most 
of  the  administrative  work,  formerly  scattered  in  odd  corners  of  the 
town,  has  been  brought  together.  An  additional  asset  is  that  the 
Childrens'  Department  is  also  in  the  same  building. 


Preliminary  arrangements  were  started  for  the  building  of  a 
Health  Centre  in  the  Water  Eaton  Development 0 It  is  anticipated 
that  this  will  include  consulting  suites  for  General  Practitioners 
having  patients  in  the  area,  together  with  the  necessary  community 
and  ancillary  services 0 


Ambulance  Services; 
Hospitals : 


Laboratory : 
District  Nurses; 

Midwives : 

Health  Visitors  : 

Social  Workers; 


(Tell  2565)0  Administered  by  Bucks  County 
Council,  stationed  at  Whalley  Drive. 

Under  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
patients  are  treated  at  Aylesbury,  Northampton 
and  Bedford.  Certain  maternity  patients  are 
delivered  at  Westbury  (Newport  Pagnell). 

Outpatients  facilities  at  Whalley  Drive;  Chest 
Diseases;  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat;  Dermatology; 
Ophthalmology;  Paediatrics;  Psychiatry;  General 
Surgery;  Gynaecology;  Orthopaedics. 

A General  Practitioners  0 maternity  unit  is 
being  constructed  and  should  open  mid~1967o 
This  will  serve  Bletchley  and  the  immediate 
surrounding  districts. 

Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford.  (Tel;  Bedford  66896). 

Seven  nurses  are  employed  undertaking  general 
nursing. 

Five  midwives  are  now  employed  solely  on  midwifery. 
Area  Superintendent;  Mrs.  Riley. 

Superintendent;  Mrs.  D.L.  Marett  at  Area  Health 
Office.  Also  at  Whalley  Drive  (3781 ).  All 
General  Practitioners  have  a Health  Visitor  assigned 
to  their  practice. 

(Medical,  Welfare,  Blind,  Mental  Health).  Area 
Officer;  Mr.  P.K.  Smith  at  Area  Health  Office. 


Home  Help  Service:  Organiser:  Mrs.  H.R.L.  Sephton  at  Area  Office. 

Occupational  Therapy  Centre;  226  Queensway. 

Training  Centres  g Junior  ° Supervisor  Miss  Welby,  Queensway. 

Adult  =>  Supervisor  Mrs.  Beryl,  Whaddon  Way. 

Residential  Accommodation  for  Elderly:  The  Coppice,  Whalley  Drive. 
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Child.  Welfare  Clinics  : 

Child  Guidance: 

Dental : 

Health  Education; 
School  Health  Services 


Whalley  Drive.  Also  Methodist  Hall,  Queensway 
on  Thursday  afternoons. 

Whalley  Drive  (3783)  Psychiatrist  - Dr.  J. Lindsay 

Whalley  Drive  (3784)  Treatment  is  offered  to 
school  children  and  expectant  mothers. 

Miss  G„  Hamner  at  Area  Health  Office. 

Administered  from  Area  Health  Office,  this 
includes  arrangements  for  examination  of  pupils 
in.  accordance  with  the  Education  Act,  1944, 
ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils,  and 
arranging  for  appropriate  treatment. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Bucks  Water  Board  have  reported  the  following  information; 

(a)  the  water  supply  during  1966  was  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

(b)  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  as  follows 

Raw  Water  ~ 27  samples 

Treated  Water  at  Station  - 27  samples 

Water  from  Consumers ’ taps  - 27  samples 

All  these  samples  were  free  from  coliform  organisms  in  100  mis. 

(c)  no  contamination  requiring  action  occurred. 

(d)  a typical  analysis  of  the  treated  water  was  as 
follows.  No  fluoride  is  added  to  this  water 0 

SOURCE:  Sandhouse  Pumping  Station  - Treated  Water. 

PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS: 

Appearance  - Clear  Colour  - Less  than  5 

pH  Value  - 7„6  Turbidity  - Less  than  1 

CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION 


Parts  per  million 


Ammonia  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness 

45 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Total  Hardness 

230 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Total  Solids 

300 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

0.7 

Calcium  as  Ca 

80 

O2  absorbed  from 

Magnesium  as  Mg 

8 

permanganate 

Nil 

Chloride  as  Cl 

16 

Free  CO2 

15 

Iron  as  Fe 

0.32 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03 

185 

Flouride  as  F less  than 

0.  1 

Carbonate  Hardness 

185 

Residual  Chlorine 
Sulphate  as  SO4 

0.  1 
41 
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The  Engineer  & Surveyor  has  reported  throughout  the  year  as  follows : 
DRAINAGE  & SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Early  in  the  year  a serious  pollution  occurring  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  was  traced  and  the  offending  firm  was  notified  to  prevent  a re- 
occurrance0 

The  Works  operated  reasonably  well  throughout  the  year  in  spite  of 
the  continued  overloaded  conditions,  but  the  River  Board  reported  on  some 
unsatisfactory  samples  of  effluent. 

A concentrator  had  to  be  repaired  and  during  this  period  a considerable 
amount  of  land  treatment  of  sludge  was  necessary 0 However,  the  situation 
improved  until  a point  was  reached  whereby  the  drying  beds  were  mostly 
cleared. 

Design  of  the  new  Sewage  Works  proceeded  until  at  the  end  of  the  year 
when  communication  was  received  from  the  Ministry  concerned,  that  owing  to 
the  projected  new  city  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  continue  until  plans 
for  the  whole  area  had  been  declared  and  that  the  operation  should  be 
restricted  to  extending  the  existing  works. 

Some  difficulties  were  experienced  with  surface  water  drainage  at 
the  Church  Green/Buckingham  Road  junction  where  investigation  and  remedial 
work  had  to  be  carried  out. 

Although  heavy  rainstorms  occurred  late  in  the  summer,  no  complaints 
of  flooding  were  received. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

A new  three  gang  arrangement  for  the  collection  of  domestic  refuse 
was  put  into  operation  and  there  was  also  reported  an  increase  in  special 
collections  from  householders  and  of  trade  refuse  for  disposal. 

The  scheme  to  provide  a Composting  Plant  received  planning  approval 
and  was  also  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  Boreholes  for  soil 
investigation  of  the  site  were  carried  out  and  the  site  was  visited  by  a 
Ministry  Inspector  but  no  formal  approval  had  been  obtained  by  the  year's 
end. 


The  Rammamere  tip  had  further  excavation  carried  out  and  as  this  tip 
could  only  be  expected  to  last  a few  months  of  the  following  year  further 
difficulties  were  anticipated. 

Permission  for  a limited  period  of  tipping  was  obtained  from  Newport 
Pagnell  Rural  District  Council,  for  the  use  of  their  tip  at  Stoke  Goldington 
when  the  time  became  necessary  and  it  was  also  proposed  to  purchase  a new 
refuse  vehicle  in  view  of  the  long  distance  this  would  involve. 

As  the  situation  was  becoming  serious  a search  for  new  sites  was 
instituted  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bletchley  Urban  District 
Council e 

Mrc  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

With  pleasure,  I submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  19 660 

I have  to  admit  that  much  of  the  pleasure  is  in  its  completion, 
for  to  collect  the  information  included  means  a great  deal  of  paper  work 
throughout  the  year  with  records  being  made  of  all  aspects  dealt  with. 

In  a large  department  the  complex  scope  of  the  work  is  the  same  — the 
figures  are  larger „ In  a small  department  such  as  ours,  time  and  paper 
has  to  be  devoted  to  cover  a similar  scope,  sometimes  to  the  detriment 
of  more  positive  achievement. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  all  records  are  a waste  of  time„  Some 
recording  is  of  great  value  and  indeed  essential,  for  in  our  type  of 
work  any  line  of  enquiry  or  inspection  is  liable  to  bring  us  to  the 
courts,  where  failure  to  present  the  complete  and  true  evidence  may 
frustrate  the  ends  of  justice,, 

However,  the  law  demands  that  Registers  are  kept,  Returns  made, 
Records  prepared  and  Reports  presented,  but  one  has  to  be  vigilant  on 
the  fulcrum  between  achievement  and  the  recording  of  achievement. 

Each  year  is  approached  with  the  enthusiasm  of  optimism  born  of 
the  belief  that  it  will  be  better  than  the  last.  We  desire  to  improve 
yet  consolidate  our  gains j to  develop  new  thoughts  by  forgetting  past 
frustrations  which  may  have  prevented  hoped  for  achievements. 

1966  has  been  more  of  consolidation;  of  building  up  on  the 
foundation  laid  as  a new  department  the  previous  year. 

It  was  also  the  year  of  the  Royal  visit  to  the  town  and  more  than 
one  kind  of  tummy  ache  appeared  prevalent  at  the  time.  Several  cases 
of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified  a short  time  previous  to  the  visit  and 
these  seemed  to  impinge  on  families  having  pupils  at  the  school  chosen 
for  Royal  inspection.  Although  the  infection  is  difficult  to  pinpoint 
or  trace,  the  school  was  visited,  inspected  and  we  were  satisfied  that 
the  advice  tendered  regarding  elementary  precautions  was  sufficient 0 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  members  of  the 
Council,  in  particular  the  Health  Committee,  for  their  interest  in  our 
work,  to  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  assistance  and  co- 
operation, to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  guidance  and  to  my 
staff  whose  work  and  support  have  helped  make  this  report. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 
A.  JAMES. 
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FOOD 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  licence  was  renewed  under  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  for 
the  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 

Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958  an  application  was  made 
for  a licence  to  slaughter  by  the  Mohammaden  method,,  This  faith 
prohibits  the  eating  of  pork  or  beef  flesh  and  also  prohibits  the 
stunning  prior  to  slaughter  of  sheep  from  whiph  "Halal"  meat  is  obtained. 

This,  and  the  Jewish  religous  slaughter  method  ’Schechita 5 , are  the 
only  accepted  reasons  under  the  Act  for  allowing  slaughter  to  take  place 
without  first  stunning  the  animal  by  instruments  such  as  the  captive 
bolt  pistol  or  the  electrolethaler  method. 

The  applicant  satisfactorily  provided  proof  that  he  could  carry  out 
such  slaughter  proficiently  and  a licence  was  subsequently  issued. 

Licences  to  two  other  slaughtermen  were  also  renewed  during  the  year. 

Assistance  was  again  given  to  Buckingham  Borough  Council  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  to  help  maintain  their  meat  inspection  service . 

The  Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966,  came  into  effect 
at  the  end  of  September,  the  main  provisions  of  which  were  to:- 

(i)  empower  local  authorities  to  fix  times  at  which  slaughtering 
may  take  place, 

(ii)  prohibit,  without  exception,  the  removal  of  meat  from  a 
slaughterhouse  without  first  being  inspected  and  stamped, 

(iii)  prohibit  the  use  of  green  ink  for  inspection  stamp  marks, 

(iv)  make  changes  of  detail  in  inspection  procedure. 

Although  Saturday  morning  meat  inspection  was  carried  on  throughout 
the  year,  it  was  felt  that  it  was  not  sufficiently  onerous  to  warrant 
placing  any  limit  on  times  of  slaughter. 


A total  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  six  visits  were  carried  out  during 
which  1,645  carcases  were  inspected  and  marked. 


Charges  were  made  for  these  inspections  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations. 
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DETAILS  OF  CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  PARTS  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  slaughtered 

149 

3 

8 

1082 

403 

Number  inspected 

149 

3 

8 

1082 

403 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

28 

1 

91 

19 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 



c*n 

CD 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

C.ysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

<s> 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

UNSOUND  FOOD 

Under  Section  8 of  the  Act,  to  sell  food  which  is  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  or  to  even  offer  or  expose  for  sale  or  have  in  possession 
for  purpose  of  sale  such  food,  is  a serious  offence. 

Over  many  years,  a system  has  grown  up  whereby  a trader,  to 
safeguard  himself  from  being  in  one  of  the  above  situations  informs  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  that  he  has  suspect  goods,  invites  examination 
and  opinion  and  voluntarily  surrenders  that  which  is  condemned. 

There  are  traders  who  regularly  operate  this  system,  some  do 
sporadically  and  others  not  at  all.  These  latter,  of  course,  run  the 
risk  of  prosecution  if  the  Inspector  visits  the  premises  and  finds  such 
unfit  food. 
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I would  like  to  think  that  the  former  mentioned,  surrendered  the 
food  entirely  from  a sense  of  public  protection,  but  this  is  not  always 
so.  The  Certificate  that  is  issued  is  often  used  to  claim  recompense 
from  the  wholesaler  or  as  cover  for  loss  when  stocktaking. 

However,  the  system  works  satisfactorily  and  provided  the  calls 
on  our  time  do  not  become  excessive,  we  welcome  it. 

The  following  table  categorises  the  various  foods  inspected  and 
condemned,,  Ninety  three  visits  were  paid  and  the  food  removed  and 
disposed  of  at  the  Council °s  refuse  tip. 


cwt 

lbs 

Meat  at  slaughterhouse 

11 

89 

Meat  at  retail  premises 

0 

0 

Meat  at  wholesale  premises 

0 

0 

Cooked  meats  and  meat  products 

0 

0 

Canned  meats 

2 

84 

Fish 

0 

16 

Fruit  and  vegetables  (canned) 

8 

52 

Other  foods 

10 

100 

Total 

34 

5 

FOOD  COMPLAINTS 

Mould  on  food  may  generally  be  taken  as  evidence  of  decomposition 
which  renders  food  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Mould  spores  are  ever  present  in  the  atmosphere,  even  of  the  most 
hygienic  and  well  run  factory  and  if  the  conditions  are  appropriate 
mould  may  form. 

Undoubtedly  the  wrapping  of  foods  whilst  hot  and  moist  readily 
encourages  mould  growth;  this  is  seen  in  the  case  of  wrapped  bread  which 
may  contain  as  much  as  moisture. 

Moulds  growing  in  the  substance  of  a food  are  not  visible  from  the 
exterior  and  the  wrapping  itself,  desirable  though  it  is  from  the  handling 
point,  makes  inspection  impossible  by  the  retailer  or  customer. 

The  remedy  would  seem  to  be  the  coding  or  date  marking  of  foods  and 
as  the  shelf  life  of  perishable  foods  can  be  assessed  with  moderate 
accuracy,  they  could  be  stamped  with  the  last  date  on  which  they  should 
be  sold. 

A complaint  of  mouldy  baby  food  purchased  from  a particular  shop  was 
repeated  within  a few  months  of  receiving  a warning.  Although  the  brands 
and  type  of  food  were  different,  their  nature  was  similar.  The  true 
cause  was  not  establised,  but  was  most  probably  due  to  stocking  for 
several  months  against  a newly  constructed  external  wall. 
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A prosecution  was  instituted  and  to  the  charge  of  selling  unfit 
food  a plea  of  guilty  was  returned  and  the  firm  was  fined  £30  and 
awarded  costs  against  them* 

The  single  insect  or  part  of  an  insect  continues  to  be  a source 
of  trouble  even  to  the  reputable  manufacturers.  Insecticides  are  not 
the  complete  answer  for  where  these  are  applied  against  flying  insects 
there  is  a two-fold  danger ^ The  materials  used  may  be  deposited  on 
the  food  and  the  insect  killed  on  the  wing  can  fall  into  food  mixtures 
without  operatives  being  aware  of  it0 

It  was  for  this  prupose,  after  complaint  of  such  a foreign  body 
found  in  a food,  that  advice  was  given  to  a local  factory  who  eventually 
installed  expensive  electrical  equipment  which  attracts,  kills  and 
collects  the  unwanted  flying  insect. 


Table  of  Complaints 


Par-boiled  rice  with  strong  aroma 
Insect  in  loaf  of  bread 
Mouldy  ginger  cake 
Mouldy  crumpets 

Matchstick  in  can  of  gooseberries 
Crystals  in  condensed  milk 
Mouldy  pork  pie 
Rancid  butter 
Beetle  in  yogurt 

Cigarette  end  in  packet  of  almonds 
Insect  in  can  of  baked  beans 
Lead  solder  in  corned  beef 
Maggot  in  can  of  tomatoes 


Discoloured  lamb  kidneys 

Mouldy  baby  cereal 

Glass  in  can  of  beef  curry 

Snail  in  can  of  peas 

Rusted  can  of  tomatoes 

Dirty  milk  bottle 

Glass  in  jar  of  jam 

Mouldy  baby  cereal 

Beetle  in  packet  of  crisps 

Cigarette  end  in  loaf  of  bread 

Flour  ticket  in  loaf  of  bread 

Wasp  in  bread 

Mouldy  pie 


Several  of  the  complaints  concerned  goods  which  had  been  produced 
abroad  and  these  were  taken  up  with  the  importers. 

The  discolouration  of  the  kidneys  was  the  result  of  "freezer  burn", 
a condition  which  may  occur  on  the  outer  surfaces  of  imported  frozen  offal 0 

The  offence  of  filling  with  milk  a bottle  which  was  not  in  a clean 
condition  was  committed  at  a dairy  in  the  district  of  another  authority 
who  were  notified  of  the  complaint. 

The  complaints  regarding  mouldy  or  rancid  foods  were  due  mainly  to 
insufficient  attention  being  paid  to  storage  or  stock  rotation. 

Crystals  in  the  condensed  milk,  which  on  sight  appeared  as  particles 
of  glass,  were  shown  to  the  complainant  to  be  formations  of  sugar. 

A complaint  was  made  by  a purchaser  of  rice  that  the  material  had  an 
objectionable  smell 0 This  was  confirmed  and  shown  to  be  due  to  a ? par- 
boiling' process  which  is  common  in  India  and  involves  soaking  the  rice  in 
water  for  up  to  three  days. 
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The  final  product  had  a distinct  flavour  presumably  acceptable 
in  that  country,  but  which  may  often  be  disliked  by  Europeans.  This 
occurrence  emphasises  that  prospective  purchasers  of  the  more  unusual 
foods  should  enquire  carefully  into  their  use  since  standards  considered 
normal  in  this  country  may  not  be  applicable  to  such  foods. 

All  complaints  were  investigated  and  of  those  reported  to  the 
Committee,  warning  letters  were  sent  to  the  retailer  or  manufacturer 
concerned  when  thought  justifiable. 

As  mentioned  previously,  one  legal  action  was  taken  resulting  in  a 
fine  to  the  defendants. 

Sixty  one  visits  and  re-visits  were  made  and  much  correspondence 
initiated  during  the  various  investigations. 


POOD  HYGIENE 

Steady  progress  continued  throughout  the  year  in  respect  of  food 
hygiene . 

A large  new  factory  for  producing  various  cooked  meat  commodities 
was  completed  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  largely  designed  to 
cope  with  increasing  production  and  to  bring  into  one  building  several 
processes  fromerly  operating  in  single  unit  buildings  where * during  the 
various  stages  food  had  t©  be  conveyed  from  one  to  another  in  the  open 
airD 


This  new  factory  has  been  provided  with  many  modern  innovations, 
such  as  stainless  steel  food  preparation  equipment  of  up  to  date  design, 
a large  sterilising  unit  for  dealing  with  the  cleansing  of  various  items 
used  in  the  business,  cold  stores  for  bolding  raw  and  finished  goods  at 
low  temperatures  and  many  modem  staff  amenities  including  a large  canteen. 

One  mishap  that  happened  during  the  period  was  that  of  a fire 
occuring  at  a small  bakery,  where  production  had  to  be  stopped  because  of 
the  extent  of  the  damage.  However,  sufficient  temporary  repair  work  was 
carried  out  so  as  to  enable  the  manufacture  of  food  under  reasonably 
hygienic  conditions . 

Notification  was  received  from  a Port  Health  Authority  that  a 
consignment  of  tea  dust,  bound  for  a local  factory,  contained  an  excess 
of  magnetic  mineral  particles.  The  Public  Analyst  had  reported  a metallic 
contamination  of  0o0l  per  cent  above  the  recognised  acceptable  limit  of 
Ool  per  cento  Blending  of  the  tea  was  carried  out  to  our  satisfaction  so 
that  the  mineral  content  was  reduced  to  below  the  accepted  minimum. 

In  order  to  assess  the  cleanliness  of  poultry  leaving  the  local 
factory  and  to  test  the  efficiency  of  methods  used,  a programme  was 
initiated,  in  collaboration  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  collecting 
swabs  and  taking  samples  of  chill  tank  water  for  bacteriological  exam- 
ination. The  routine  was  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  no  firm 
conclusions  having  been  reached „ 
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One  of  the  difficulties  in  this  work  is  that  of  the  lack  of  published 
data  on  acceptable  bacterial  load  levels , but  a judgement  can  be  based  in 
that  the  higher  the  count  the  more  risk  there  is  of  food  poisoning  organisms 
being  present  * 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  frequently  recurring  questions  in  recent 
years  has  concerned  the  degree  of  control  available  over  mobile  food 
sales  and  delivery  vehicles. 

The  long  awaited  Food  Hygiene  (Markets , Stalls  and  Delivery- 
Vehicles)  Regulations,  1966  arrived  on  the  scene,  destined  to  make 
their  mark  on  this  industry  at  the  beginning  of  1967. 

Not  everyone  is  satisfied  with  the  new  provisions,  but  clearly  the 
new  controls  will  be  of  immense  value  when  dealing  with  this  method  of 
tradingo  In  future,  where  open  food  is  sold,  wash-hand  basins  with  hot 
water,  soap  and  towel  etc.,  will  have  to  be  provided  and  in  certain 
cases  sinks  for  washing  food  and  equipment.  Exemptions  may  be  applied 
for  in  certain  classes  of  businesses,  where  facilities  are  provided  at 
premises  and  are  conveniently  and  readily  available  for  the  use  of  the 
operatives „ 

’Covered  food"  is  a phrase  with  considerable  importance  and  the 
regulations  list  methods  of  wrapping  and  enclosure  which  would 
constitute  their  being  considered  for  this  group.  'Open  food"  is 
said  to  be  that  which  is  not  in  a container  of  such  materials  and  so 
closed  as  to  exclude  risk  of  contamination.  Facts  are  important  in 
relating  risk  of  contamination^  opinions  are  not  sufficient  when  dealing 
with  the  courts  and  the  risk  must  be  proved  to  be  of  such  a nature  as  to 
be  injurious  to  health. 

Most  of  the  traders  likely  to  be  affected  were  circulated  with  a 
resum§  of  the  new  requirements,  but  few  had  acted  upon  this  or  the 

the  verbal  advice  given  before  the  operational  date. 

Three  hundred  and  sixty  one  inspections  and  visits  were  paid  in 
regard,  to  food  trading  businesses  and  twenty  eight  informal  notices 
were  served  in  respect  of  infringements  found. 

The  following  Tables  are  prescribed  particulars  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  (Regulations  16  refers  to  the  provision  of  a wash 
hand  basin  together  with  hot  and  cold  water,  soap,  towel  and  nail 
brush  and  used  only  for  securing  personal  cleanliness.  Regulation  19 
refers  to  the  provision  of  a sink  together  with  hot  and  cold  water, 
soap  and  clean  cloths,  for  use  in  washing  food  and  equipment,) 
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Table  I - Food  Premises 


( 1 ) number  of  premises j 

(2)  number  known  to  be  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  1 6 ; 

(3)  number  of  premises  known  to  which  Regulation  19  applies j 

(4)  number  known  to  be  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19. 


Category 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Bakers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Butchers 

13 

11 

13 

13 

Catering  estabo  (cafes,  canteens,  etc,) 

47 

46 

47 

47 

Confectioners  (cakes,  sweets  etc.) 

14 

14 

6 

6 

Fish  shops  (wet,  fried) 

6 

6 

5 

5 

Food  factories 

7 

7 

3 

3 

Food  warehouses 

4 

4 

0 

0 

General  food  shops 

39 

37 

39 

37 

Greengrocers 

7 

7 

4 

4 

Licensed  premises 

30 

28 

24 

24 

Table  II  - Poultry  Inspection 

(1 ) number  of  poultry  processing  premises 

1 

(2)  number  of  visits  to  these  premises 

88 

(3)  total  number  of  birds  processed  during 

the  year 

2,444,000 

(4)  types  of  birds  processed 

broilers 

(5)  percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 

human  consumption 

0o1 6 

(6)  weight  of  poultry  condemned 

1 

3,650  lbs 

(?)  comments  on  poultry  processing  and  inspections- 

In  the  meat  trade , inspection  of  all  meat  by  the  local  authority  before 
it  leaves  the  slaughterhouse  is  compulsory  and  this  was  finally  achieved, 
as  indicated  in  a previous  section,  during  the  year  under  report. 

Owing  to  the  vast  numbers  of  poultry  being  processed  (between  eight 
and  ten  thousand  a day  at  the  local  packing  plant)  it  is  impracticable 
for  this  state  of  affairs  to  be  achieved  for  the  poultry  industry. 

Reliance  has  to  be  placed  on  the  factory  management  to  institute  a 
system  of  'spotting'  i„e0  factory  personnel  who  are  able  to  detect 
abnormal  conditions  in  carcases  and  removing  these  from  the  production 
line  for  further  examination^ 

There  are  two  types  of  the  finished  bird  put  out  by  such  establish- 
ments - the  drawn  or  eviscerated  bird,  familiar  to  the  housewife  as  the 
"oven-ready “ - and  the  fresh  bird,  which  is  undrawn  or  uneviscerated. 
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The  former  method  lends  itself  much  more  readily  to  the  detection 
of  diseased  condi tions0  Abnormalities  and  disease  can  only  be 
recognised  by  palpation  and  observation  with  the  uneviscerated  bird 
therefore  the  rejection  rate  is  usually  lower <, 

This  industry  has  grown  enormously  in  the  last  decade  with  the 
only  enforceable  control  being  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations , 
i960.  A Code  of  Practice  was  produced  in  1961,  but  such  codes  are 
only  advisory  and  have  no  statutory  force „ 

Greater  control  on  processing  methods  is  needed;  the  desirability 
of  stopping  non-evisceration  should  be  condi dared;  the  industry  should 
be  compelled  to  have  trained  and  certified  spotters ' and  the  Ministry 
should  circulate  some  of  the  knowledge  it  has  been  gathering  on  thd 
subject,  to  Public  Health  Departments, 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 

The  lack  of  understanding  of  elementary  principles  of  food  hygiene 
is  still  evident  in  many  food  establishments  0 Often  this  may  be  due  to 
turn-over  of  staff,  but  quite  often  it  is  due  to  an  indifferent  attitude 
towards  good  practice  in  the  handling  of  food0 

Food  poisoning  and  food-borne  diseases  are  spread  by  the  transfer 
of  germs  from  either  contaminated  food  to  other  food,  or  from  persons 
affected  or  carrying  the  germ  contaminating  the  food,  storing  foods  at 
incorrect  temperatures  and  inadequate  cleansing  of  equipment. 

Raw  food  taken  home  and  cooked  is  usually  rendered  safe  by  the 
cooking,  but  there  is  the  possible  danger  of  contaminating  working 
surfaoes  in  the  home  before  this  takes  place 0 Foods  such  as  roast  pork, 
ham  and  tongue  etc.,  which  require  no  further  cooking  may  be  handled 
several  times  by  different  parsons  before  they  are  eaten.  Every  time 
it  is  handled,  added  to  the  possible  risks  of  contamination  from  un- 
protected storage  in  tha  shop,  it  increases  the  risks  that  the  food  runs. 

Clean  hands,  clean  conditions,  a reduction  of  handling,  correct 
temperatures,  storage  and  protection  are  the  safeguards  to  good  health 
and  shoppers  should  be  discriminate  enough  to  either  patronise  only 
premises  that  observe  these  practices  or  draw  attention  to  the  manage- 
ment immediately  they  see  bad  practices  being  carried  oute  Food 
concerns  must  realise  that  good  food  hygiene  means  good  business. 

There  were  several  instances  during  the  year  when  attention  had 
to  be  drawn  to  the  simple  matter  of  using  separate  knives  where  cooked 
and  raw  meats  were  being  served,  so  preventing  cross-contamination  to 
the  ready  to  eat  foods. 
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The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Bedford  examined  and  reported  on 
various  samples  obtained  throughout  the  year  and  these  are  listed  below 

Ice-cream 

Grade  1 - number  of  samples.. 20  Grade  3 * number  of  samples.. 3 

Grade  2 - number  of  samples..  6 Grade  4 =>  number  of  samples.  .1 

Other  Foods 


Brawn 

- 1 - 

no  food  poisoning 

organisms 

found. 

Brisket 

- 1 - 

Vt  It 

II 

11 

II 

Cooked  Ham 

- 1 - 

If  II 

It 

11 

II 

Corned  Beef 

- 7 - 

II  tl 

19 

ti 

II 

Haslet- 

- 5 - 

It  II 

II 

it 

II 

Luncheon  Meat 

» 2 - 

If  It 

II 

it 

II 

Other  Substances 

Poultry  chilling  water  - 64  samples  - results  thus  far  show 

improvements  desirable. 

Water  - 4 tap  samples  - Satisfactory. 

- 11  swimming  pool  samples 

(public  and  school)  - Satisfactory. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  & HOUSING  ACTS 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 

A report  by  a neighbour  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a house  where, 
although  no  vermin  were  actually  seen,  it  could  be  said  to  be  in  an 
insanitary  condition.  The  occupiers  had  apparently  disappeared  under 
nocturnal  circumstances  and  had  left  the  house  in  such  a state  that 
immediate  precautions  had  to  be  taken  by  treating  each  room  and  what 
contents  remained  with  a large  dose  of  insecticides 0 Arrangements  were 
subsequently  made  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  to  have  the  remaining  articles 
disposed  of  by  a contractor  to  the  refuse  tip.  As  an  added  safeguard 
for  the  men  undertaking  removal  another  treatment  was  carried  out 
immediately  preceding  this. 

The  reasons  by  which  we  preceive  odours  is  apparently  not  yet 
completely  clear  to  modern  science . Similarly,  the  source  of  unpleasant 
odours  is  not  always  easily  detectable,  but  they  readily  produce  a 
general  redaction  by  the  recipients. 

Three  of  our  olfactory  successes  were  found  to  be  the  result  of 
(a)  a defective  illuminated  sign  transformer  which  subsequently  burnt 
out,  (b)  a drain  blockage  under  a shop  and  (c)  a plastic  type  lamp 
shade  which  came  immediately  under  suspicion  when  questions  revealed 
that  the  objectionable  smell  complained  of  persisted  mainly  in  the 
evenings. 

A constant  source  of  complaint  was  removed  in  the  late  summer  when 
the  Cattle  Market  lavatories  were  demolished.  Although  of  out-dated 
design,  they  had  been  fulfilling  their  function  except  that  they  became 
more  and  more  a constant  target  for  vandals  and  persons  of  such  habits 
that  ordinary  visitors  retreated  in  disgust.  It  was  often  thought  that 
these  sanitary  conveniences  were  Council  property,  whereas  they  were 
privately  owned  and  intended  only  for  Cattle  Market  visitors.  The 
disappearance  had  gone  unnoticed  by  some,  for  even  several  months  after- 
wards we  were  receiving  comments  about  their  9 condition*. 

Complaints  concerning  dampness  in  new  houses  were  investigated  and 
in  the  main,  found  due  to  condensation. 

Nationally,  the  incidence  of  this  problem  appears  to  have  increased 
each  year  since  the  war  and  was  the  subject  of  a Circular  put  out  by 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government.  The  circular  laid  stress 
on  the  changes  in  living  habits  which  contribute  to  condensation  because 
there  are  now  more  working  wives.  The  house  is  unheated  - and  probably 
unventilated  - during  the  days  cooking  and  washing  is  done  in  the 
evenings  when  lower  outside  temperatures  make  for  dew-point  conditions 
inside,  and  what  is  washed  in  the  evening  is  invariably  dried  in  the 
house  the  following  day, 
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House  design  and  construction  cannot  escape  blame  in  this  form 
of  complaint j they  should  reflect  and  anticipate  not  only  the  standards 
of  living  but  the  way  of'  living. 

Several  samples  of  swimming  pool  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  the  results  of  which  appear  in  a previous  section. 

Two  schools  in  the  district  have  their  own  pools  for  pupils  to  use 
during  the  summer  months.  One  is  a small  ’fill  and  empty1  pool  and  the 
other  is  of  more  moderate  size. having  constant  filtering  and  treatment 
equipment . 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

As  the  result  of  no tifi cations  or  information  received  several  cases 
had  to  be  investigated  and  in  each  faecal  specimens  were  obtained  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis. 

A child,  reported  as  in  the  carrier  stage  of  Sonne  Dysentery,  was 
subsequently  cleared. 

A suspected  Typhoid  contact  was  reported  clear  and  further  enquiry 
revealed  that  actual  contact  with  a confirmed  case  outside  the  district 
had  in  fact  not  occurred,  althought  the  person  had  been  in  the  vicinity 
and  had  suffered  an  illness  giving  rise  to  the  suspicion. 

Hook  worm  infection  was  reported  in  an  occupier  of  a male  immigrant 
household.  Specimens  were  obtained  from  all  the  other  occupiers  and 
three  positive  results  obtained.  General  hazard  was,  however,  discounted 
and  treatment  only  advised. 


HOUSING 

As  a result  of  a press  report,  inquiries  were  made  and  information 
obtained,  regarding  the  restoration  of  Rectory  Cottages.  These  premises 
had  delapidated  seriously  since  the  last  occupation  in  1963  and  some 
concern  was  felt  when  it  was  found  that  the  intention  was  to  provide 
living  accommodation  along  with  a proposed  museum  and  meeting  house. 

Plans  and  estimates  provided  by  the  architect  showed  that  work 
would  be  carried  out  to  make  the  dwelling  fit  for  habitation  in 
accordance  with  Section  4.  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957.  Work  had  not 
commenced,  however,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Two  other  dwelling  houses,  being  considered  for  reporting  for 
closing  action,  had  sufficient  repairs  carried  out  by  owners  to  remove 
them  from  this  class  of  property  for  several  years. 
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Formal  action  wag  not  necessary  in  the  case  of  another  house  where 
on  inspection,  at  the  request  of  the  owner,  the  house  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  habitation  and  it  was  known  that  the  property  was  shortly  to 
be  demolished. 

Report  was  made  of  inspections  carried  out  on  twenty  five  houses 
owned  by  a Statutory  Undertaking,  showing  that  twenty  were  approaching 
the  time  when  clearance  action  should  be  considered.  The  Council  took 
up  an  offer  for  sale  of  all  of  the  houses  and  negotiations  were  still 
proceeding  at  the  year's  end. 

Two  of  the  four  Council  owned  houses  at  Simpson  which  were  reported 
in  the  proposed  clearance  list  as  unfit  were  vacated. 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  0 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  1 

Houses  demolished  following  Demolition  Orders  0 

Houses  closed  following  Closing  Orders  1 

Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  - still  occupied  3 

Houses  under  Demolition  Orders  <=  vacant,  demolition  pending  8 

Number  of  persons  re-housed  as  result  of  Orders 

(i)  individuals  11 

(ii)  families  4 


Thirteen  informal  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  repairs  to  houses, 
thirteen  were  complied  with  and  one  statutory  notice  was  servedc 

A total  of  five  hundred  and  four  inspections  and  re-visits  were  made 
in  connection  with  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  one  hundred  and  eight  under 
the  Housing  legislation. 

In  an  important  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  report, 
circulated  to  local  authorities,  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee's 
sub-committee  on  standards  of  housing  fitness  called  for  'effective 
compulsion  to  improve  and  maintain  the  better  older  houses  and  for  more 
pressure  for  early  clearance  of  the  worst ' . 

The  sub-committee  had  considered  the  urgent  task  of  dealing  with  slum 
clearance,  the  current  criteria  used  in  the  condemnation  of  houses  and 
the  problems  associated  with  the  prevention  of  deterioration  and  of 
improvement  of  houses 0 

They  were  3 truck  by  the  extent  to  which  decisions  on  assessing 
unfitness  were  dependent  on  the  judgement  cf  an  experienced  person.  A 
conclusion  was  reached  that  the  present  condemnatory  standard  contained 
in  Section  4 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  could  not  at  this  time  be  extended, 
but  should  be  revised.  It  was  agreed  that  a single  code  embodying  the 
various  repair  provisions  of  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  would  be 
advantageous . 
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A new  satisfactory  dwelling  standard  was  composed  and  improvements 
of  the  better  older  houses  together  with  their  environment  was  to  be 
encouraged. 

Present  slums  must  be  cleared  within  seven  years,  improvement  to  a 
minimum  three  point  standard  for  houses  with,  an  expected  life  of  between 
seven  and  fifteen  years,  to  a five  point  standard  for  houses  expected  to 
stand  over  fifteen  years  and  for  those  over  twenty  five  years,  improvement 
to  a new  eighteen  point  satisfactory  dwelling  standard. 

STANDARD  GRANTS 

Owners  are  able  to  improve  houses  with  a minimum  expected  life  of 
fifteen  years  by  way  of  grant  aid  provided  that  such  houses  are  in  a 
satisfactory  state  of  repair  and  that  when  completed  the  five  standard 
amenities  are  available. 

The  grant  which  can  be  claimed  is  half  the  cost  up  to  the  following 


maxi mums : - 

Bath  in  a bathroom 

£25 

Hot  water 

to 

bath 

£35 

Wash-hand  basin 

5 

Hot  water 

to 

wash-hand 

basin  1 5 

Food  store 

10 

Hot  water 

to 

a sink 

_2£ 

Internal  water  closet 

40 

Maximum 

£155 

That  the  benefit  of  these  facilities  are  appreciated  there  is  no  doubt. 
No  longer  the  winter's  night  trek  to  the  old  outside  water  closet  often 
thirty  yards  or  more  down  the  garden  path.  The  bliss  of  the  housewife  as 
she  extolls  the  virtues  of  readily  available  hot  water  never  before  enjoyed 
reveals  the  value  of  this  system  and  more  so  in  the  case  of  the  elderly 
who  have  had  to  wait  to  so  late  in  life  for  these  simple  enjoyments. 


The  information  below  shows  the  number 

of  applications 

made  and  homes 

improved? - 

Owner/occupier 

Tenanted 

1 . Number  of  applications  received 

16 

5 

Number  of  applications  approved 

16 

5 

Number  of  applications  refused 

0 

0 

Number  of  dwellings  improved 

15 

3 

2„  Amounts  paid  in  grants  £2088. 6s. 2d. 
3.  Average  grant  per  house  £ 11 6.0s .4d. 
4*  Amenities  provided 


(a) 

fixed  bath 

14 

(a) 

internal  water  closet 

15 

(b) 

wash-hand  basin 

15 

(e) 

food  store 

10 

(c) 

hot  water  supply 

18 

Inspections,  re-visits  and  interviews,  where  advice  was  given,  came 
to  a total  of  one  hundred  and  five. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


GENERAL 

Environmental  public  health  is  founded  on  the  principle  that  man 
is  essentially  a product  of  his  environment  and  that  the  environment  may 
be  controlled  by  rational  man. 

Of  all  the  species  of  animals  dwelling  on  thi3  planet  none  approaches 
man  in  his  ability  to  pollute  and  eventually  destroy  his  environment. 

This  fact  is  all  the  sadder  because  man  is  the  only  species  with  any 
significant  control  over  it. 

Man-made  pollution  is  now  world-wide:  it  is  so  extensive  that  it  is 
causing  concern  to  world  health  authorities. 

A great  failing  of  mankind  is  that  of  having  limited  horizons;  often 
we  fail  to  look  even  a little  way  beyond  our  own  back  wall.  We  fail  to 
see  that  our  own  problem  of  pollution  can  affect  our  neighbours  and  we 
never  seem  to  realise  that  all  pollution  adds  in  some  degree  to  the  total. 

It  has  been  said  that  he  who  does  not  learn  from  history  is  doomed 
to  re-live  it. 

The  foresight  of  past  Councils  to  have  planned  our  urban  growth  so 
that  housing  development  is  separated  from  industrial  shows  that  some 
consideration  has  been  given  to  this  problem.  That  some  of  the  recent 
and  projected  local  authority  dwellings  are  designed  so  that  only  the 
smoieless  fuels  may  be  used  proves  some  continuing  measure  of  forward 
thinking,  but  a greater  opportunity  is  being  missed  each  time  an  estate 
is  completed  without  declaring  a Smoke  Control  Area.  It  would  also  even 
out  the  unfairness  of  only  a small  section  of  the  populace  being  committed 
to  using  fuels  which  reduce  pollution  whilst  the  remainder  have  the  freedom 
of  choice  as  to  whether  to  pollute  or  not. 

The  circumstances  for  controlling  the  pollution  of  our  environment 
are  good.  We  must  exploit  the  arrangements  whereby  new  local  authority 
houses  are  being  occupied  by  many  tenants  from  the  successful  programmes 
of  Smoke  Control  Areas  being  carried  out  in  London.  Such  circumstances 
would  be  the  envy  of  the  "black  area"  authorities  some  of  whom  the  Ministry 
has  rebuked  for  lack  of  programme  proposals. 

One  encouragement  has  been  the  Council’s  decision  to  join  the 
National  Society  for  Clean  Air  - a body  which  has  been  campaigning  for 
clean  air  for  many  years  and  to  which  most  of  the  more  enlightened 
authorities  have  become  members. 
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As  one  of  the  Council's  delegates  to  that  Society 9 s International 
Clean  Air  Conference,  I was  much  interested  in  the  equipment  being  used 
by  over  four  hundred  local  authorities  for  measuring  ground  level  con- 
centrations of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide,  It  is  a pity  that  the  Council 
have  been  forestalled  in  any  lead  it  might  have  taken  in  such  measurement 
by  a proposal  of  a local  educational  training  establishment  to  obtain  and 
put  into  use  one  of  these  measuring  devices 

COMPLAINTS 

Among  the  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  the 
familiar  ones  of  burning  garden  and  trade  refuse,  I am  happy  to  say  that 
one  particular  complaint,  made  with  monotonous  annual  regularity  is  not 
likely  to  re-occur  in  future.  Planning  permission  was  given  to  develop 
for  housing  the  large  garden  where  the  burning  of  waste  was  a source  of 
nuisance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood. 

The  volume  of  trade  waste  in  the  form  of  cardboard  cartons  can  be 
a serious  embarrasment  to  the  occupiers  of  large  shops  and  certain  factories 
both  in  the  form  of  storage  and  disposal,  Getting  rid  of  it  by  burning 
aggravates  the  problem  and  where  the  situation  lends  itself  we  give  advice 
on  the  suitability  of  providing  purpose-made  incinerators  to  aid  smokeless 
burning , 

Complaints  were  received  from  a recently  completed  housing  develop- 
ment adjacent  to  one  of  the  brickworks,  concerning  the  deposits  of  grit 
and  dust  observed  on  paintwork,  window  cills,  washing  etc.  Investigation 
showed  that  part  of  the  problem  was  due  to  brick  dust  blown  by  the  wind 
and  that  two  or  three  weeks  previously,  one  of  the  chimneys  of  the 
brickworks  had  been  struck  by  lightning  probably  loosening  soot  deposits 
on  the  interior.  The  assistance  of  the  Alkali  Inspector  was  enlisted  and 
he  agreed  that  with  the  prevailing  wind,  any  heavier  particles  of  matter 
which  might  be  discharged  would  settle  out  near  the  houses  depending  on 
wind  strength,  but  that  the  fall-out  experienced  was  not  excessive  and 
would  probably  resolve  itself.  The  brickworks  did  in  fact  cease 
production  for  economical  reasons  later  in  the  year. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

Plans  submitted  under  the  Building  Regulations  continued  to  be 
scrutinised  in  the  light  of  the  above  Act  in  respect  of  furnace 
installations  and  the  control  exercised  over  the  height  of  chimneys. 

In  most  cases,  where  plans  were  affected,  a proper  notification  was 
required  under  Section  3,  regarding  the  proposed  intention  to  install  a 
furnace,  usually  consisting  of  either  a boiler  or  warm-air  heater. 

Further  information  had  invariably  to  be  sought  and  checked  by  calculation 
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before  a satisfactory  chimney  height  could  be  agreed.  In  many  cases 
we  advised  withdrawal  of  this  consideration,  pending  information 
forthcoming,  so  that  the  remainder  of  a submitted  plan  could  receive 
formal  approval.  Leaving  heating  arrangements  until  a late  stage  in 
the  proceedings  appears  to  be  common,  as  does  the  lack  of  knowledge 
regarding  the  above  legislation,  even  after  ten  years  in  operation. 

A total  of  twelve  furnace  notifications  were  submitted  and 
seventeen  chimneys  received  approval. 

In  all  sixty  three  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  respect 
of  clean  air  matters. 


PETROLEUM 

Seven  new  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirits  or  mixtures ; several  licences  were  discontinued  making  a 
total  of  forty  eight  licences  on  the  register  for  which  the  total 
quantity  amounted  to  203,1-00  gal  lens  „ 

Two  of  the  new  licences  applied  to  modern  filling  stations  and 
the  others  consisted  of  can  stores  for  petroleum  mixtures  or  for  storage 
situations  not  open  to  the  public. 

Constant  supervision  is  required  when  underground  tanks  are  being 
installed.  Most  tanks  these  days  are  encased  in  concrete  and  we  require 
a twenty  four  hour  air  test  at  a pressure  of  10  lbs/squ  in.  before  this 
is  completed.  A further  air  test  is  required  at  a later  stage  on  all 
pipe  lines  and  repeated  on  the  tank.  Pumps,  wiring,  lighting,  switches 
and  other  electrical  equipment  must  be  of  a design  to  be  safe  from 
hazard  in  the  presence  of  inflammable  vapours. 

Because  of  a lack  of  knowledge  on  this  specialised  form  of 
construction,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  ourselves  directing  operations 
on  various  stages  in  order  to  achieve  the  desired  compliance  with  the 
Licensing  Conditions, 

Eighteen  new  tanks  were  installed  during  the  year;  three  old 
tanks  were  subjected  to  ullage  tests  and  found  satisfactory;  several 
tanks  where  licences  were  to  cease,  were  dealt  with  by  either  filling 
with  water,  if  there  was  a possibility  of  re-use,  or  by  filling  with 
weak  cement  if  they  were  considered  to  be  beyond  their  useful  life. 

An  old  tank  was  discovered  by  builders  on  the  site  of  a new 
factory,  in  a position  whereby  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  a 
concrete  forecourt  the  top  portion  of  it  would  have  to  be  removed. 
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It  was  discovered  that  the  tank  had  been  incompletely  filled  with 
concrete  and  a hole  carefully  drilled  at  the  end  containing  the  void 
revealed  that  weak  petrol  vapour  was  still  present.  The  void  was  flushed 
out  with  running  water  and  kept  filled  whilst  the  excess  part  of  the  tank 
was  removed  by  acetylene  burner.  This  method  is  not  infallible  and  not 
normally  to  be  commended,  but  it  appeared  the  only  one  available  at  the 
time  and  was  fortunately  successfully  carried  out  without  mishap. 

Licences  are  renewed  annually  on  payment  of  a prescribed  fee  and 
before  issue  a general  inspection  is  carried  out  to  discover  discrepancies 
and  to  improve  standards  at  the  older  sites „ 

An  opportunity  was  taken  to  bring  up  to  date  the  records  in  respect  of 
all  licences  during  which  excercise  it  was  discovered  that  several  tanks 
appeared  somewhat  aged.  Licence  holders  in  respect  of  these  tanks  were 
notified  that  a nitrogen  test  under  pressure  would  be  required  before 
licensing  could  be  considered  the  following  year. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  nine  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in 
respect  of  enforcement  of  the  Licensing  Conditions  and  fifteen  informal 
notices  were  servedo 


FACTORIES 

PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 

FACTORIES  ACT  1 961 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1 o INSPECTION  for  the  purpose  of  the  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,2 & 

6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

13 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  inclu- 

ded in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

116 

77 

3 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
Outworker  s * preml ses ) 

12 

6 

Totals 

141 

91 

3 

- 

30 


2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refer) 
To  H.M. 
Insp. 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspc 

which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness (S. 1 ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding ( S „ 2 ) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(S.3) 

— 

— 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

«=> 

— 

— 

— 

- 

(3.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (Sc6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a;  Insufficient 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

6 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

Total 

3 

8 

- 

- 

- J 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  OUTWORK 
(Sections  1 33  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of  work 

No.  of 

55 

O 

0 

o 

H) 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Notices 

Prose- 

outworkers 

cases  of 

prose- 

instances 

served 

cutions 

in  August 

default 

cutions 

of  work 

list  re- 

in  send- 

for 

in  un~ 

quire d by 

ing  lists 

failure 

wholesome 

Section 

to  the 

to 

premises 

133(1 ) (c) 

Council 

supply 

lists 

WEARINk  apparel 

Making  etc, , 

30 

— 



Cleaning  and 

Washing  % 

- 

-> 

— * 

— 

Brushmaking ; 

2 

mm 

— 
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WORKING-  CONDITIONS  IN  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


A great  deal  of  time  was  spent  furthering  the  effect  of  the  Offices, 
Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  and  a satisfactory  rate  of  general 
inspection  was  achieved. 

The  inspections  consist  of  a detailed  examination  of  premises  where 
persons  are  employed  to  work,  to  detect  whether  contraventions  of  the  Act 
exist  and  generally  to  bring  about  an  improvement  of  the  working 
environment. 

The  majority  of  contraventions  found  to  exist  related  to  heating, 
sanitary  and  washing  accommodation  and  general  first-aid  provisions, 
but  in  the  main  they  were  not  of  a serious  nature. 

On  the  reports  o:f  court  cases  taken  nationally,  there  appears  to 
be  difficulty  in  enforcing  the  provision  regarding  temperature  where 
there  are  on  the  premises  goods  which  might  deteriorate  when  the  required 
minimum  of  16°C  (60,8  F)  has  to  be  maintained. 

This  reflects  a difficulty  experienced  when  considering  the 
acceptance  of  the  alternative  which  the  Act  provides.  If  an  occupier 
claims  exception  to  the  provision  of  this  minimum  temperature,  he  must 
provide  conveniently  accessible  and  effective  means  to  enable  his  staff 
to  warm  themselves  and  avail  them  reasonable  opportunities  for  doing  so. 
Reasonable  opportunities  might,  in  a busy  shop,  consist  of  warming  by  an 
electric  fire  in  a staff  room  during  tea  break  and  if  we  have  to  accept 
this  it  makes  a mockery  of  the  requirements.  Butchers  shops  with  their 
ever  open  front  door  are  notorious  for  lack  of  overall  shop  heating  yet 
continue  to  display  meat  in  the  summer  well  up  to  and  over  the  temperature 
described. 

The  ability  of  the  human  eye  to  adjust  itself  to  the  amount  of  light 
available  created  the  overall  impression  that  lighting  standards  were 
generally  satisfactory.  Subsequent  light-meter  readings  disproved  this 
impression  and  it  became  obvious  that  poor  lighting  conditions  were 
accepted  by  both  employer  and  employee,  persumably  because  they  had  known 
no  better. 

Although  a special  lighting  survey  was  carried  out  in  1965  the 
Ministry  have  issued  no  decision  on  minimum  lighting  standards. 
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REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  premises 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year. 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year. 

Offices 

13 

76 

37 

Retail  shops 

9 

133 

110 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

0 

5 

1 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  public,  canteens 

0 

15 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

0 

1 

1 

Totals 

22 

o 

N"\ 

C\J 

152 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises;-  four  hundred  and  thirty  eight. 

ANALYSIS  OF  RECORDED  PARTICULARS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

615 

Retail  shops 

733 

Wholesale  departments, 
warehouses 

46 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  public 

112 

Canteens 

11 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

Total 

1519 

TOTAL  MALES  632 

TOTAL  FEMALES  88? 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

4 

Cleanliness 

3 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

1 

5 

Overcrowding 

6 

14 

Seats  (Sedentary 
Workers ) 

0 

6 

Temperature 

40 

15 

Eating  facilities 

0 

7 

Ventilation 

4 

16 

Floors , passage  & 
stairs 

8 

8 

Lighting 

13 

17 

Fencing  exposed 
parts  machinery 

1 

9 

Sanitary  conven- 
iences 

36 

18 

Protection  of  young 
persons  from 
dangerous  machinery 

0 

10 

Washing  facilities 

28 

19 

Training  of  young 
persons  working  at 
dangerous  machinery 

0 

11 

Supply  of  drinking 
water 

0 

23 

Prohibition  of  heavy 
work 

0 

12 

Clothing  accommoda- 
tion 

10 

24. 

First  aid  general 
provisions 

36 

50 

Posting  of  abstracts 
of  the  Act 

49 

TOTAL 

235 

Eighty  six  informal  notices  were  served  on  employers  where 
contraventions  were  detected* 

ACCIDENTS 

An  employer  must  notify  and  give  details  to  the  Council  where  an 
employee  sustains  an  accident  which  absents  him  from  work  for  three 
days  or  more* 

Seven  accidents  were  notified,,  four  at  retail  shops  and  three  at 
wholesale  shops  or  warehouses*  Investigation  was  felt  justified  in 
respect  of  three  of  the  notifications , but  no  contraventions  were 
discovered  although  certain  advice  was  offered. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  all  accidents  are  notified  and 
there  is  little  scope  for  checking  as  the  Act  does  not  require  the 
keeping  of  an  accident  register  by  the  employer.  It  is  believed  that 
a register  should  be  kept  for  National  Insurance  purposes  but  it 
is  understood  that  the  employee  must  make  the  entry* 
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PEST  CONTROL 


As  an  early  definition,  the  word  “pest*  was  used  to  denote  a 
deadly  epidemic  disease,  but  it  has  subsequently  become  adopted  for 
’'anything  that  is  noxious,  destructive  or  troublesome".  Circumstances 
today  play  a major  part  in  influencing  our  use  of  the  word  against  an 
offending  organism* 

The  principle  pests  dealt  with  are  insects  and  rodents* 


INSECTS 

An  infestation  of  book  lice  in  a council  flat  caused  no  little 
anxiety  to  the  occupier*  The  effect  was  such  that  along  with  an 
infestation  of  mice  in  another  block  of  flats,  it  received  front  page 
treatment  in  the  local  press*  Neither  case  was  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary  and  both  were  dealt  with  in  a similar  manner  to  the  many  other 
cases  in  which  we  gave  help* 

Another  case  of  bed  bugs  was  reported  and  whilst  a treatment  was 
carried  out  a second-hand  bed-settee  was  suspected  of  being  the  cause. 

Foodstuffs  do  not  escape  the  attention  of  pests  and  this  was  seen 
when  the  examination  of  several  sacks  of  rice  at  a warehouse  revealed  a 
heavy  infestation  of  what  was  later  identified  as  grain  weevil. 
Insecticides  were  applied  and  later  the  goods  were  allowed  to  go  for 
animal  feed* 

Other  complaints  dealt  with  were  in  respect  of  ants,  beetles, 
clover  mites,  wasps  and  cluster  flies* 

A peculiarity  of  the  latter  is  their  persi stance  in  the  renewing 
of  an  infestation  at  a particular  property  each  year.  It  is  known  that 
they  will  re-visit  one  house  in  a row  of  houses  with  great  regularity 
and  the  reasons  for  this  are  as  yet  obscure. 

The  case  we  dealt  with  was  a cemetery  chapel  where  the  nuisance 
recurs  each  year.  Searching  for  breeding  places  was  ruled  out  for  the 
life-cycle  of  these  flies  is  involved  with  the  earth  worm  upon  which  it 
is  parasitic. 

RODENTS 

The  work  concerned  in  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  continued 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  North  Bucks  Area  Rodent  Committee  during  a 
year  in  which  two  notable  events  took  place. 
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After  being  on  the  brink  in  latter  years,  the  Council  made  a 
decision  to  withdraw  from  the  scheme  and  proposals  were  made  to  set  up 
our  own  service. 

With  the  likelihood  that  1966  would  be  the  last  of  many  successful 
years  for  the  Area  Rodent  Service  the  occasion  was  made  all  the  sadder 
when  Mr.  Hopkins,  after  many  years  of  service  as  its  Supervisor,  died 
suddenly  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  twice  yearly  survey  and  treatment  of  the  sewers  in  the  district 
was  carried  out  and  it  was  reported  that  they  were  reasonably  free  of 
rats . 


Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  premises  and  land  under  contracts 
and  to  those  occupied  by  the  Council.  Several  infestations  were  dealt 
with  at  refuse  tips  and  the  sewage  disposal  works 0 


Summary  of  visits  and  investigations 


Type 

of  property 

Non-Agri cultural 

Agricultural 

Total 

Total  number  of 
properties  in- 
spected  as  a 
result  of 
notification 

280 

280 

Total,  number  of 
properties  in- 
spected in  the 
course  of  survey 
under  the  Act 

1586 

24 

1610 
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MISCELLANEOUS  SUJECTS 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 

One  licence  was  renewed  for  the  keeping  of  a Pet  Shop  subsequent 
to  an  inspection  carried  out  in  order  to  see  that  the  animals  were  being 
kept  there  for  sale  under  suitable  conditions. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 

A complaint  was  received  regarding  the  disturbances  caused  by 
barking  dogs.  Since  the  owner  of  the  dogs  was  interviewed  and  requested 
to  exercise  greater  control  no  further  complaints  have  been  received. 

Much  annoyance  was  caused  to  residents  living  near  a food  warehouse, 
where  deliveries  took  place  between  four  and  six  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Transistor  radios,  the  clattering  of  crates  being  unloaded  and  the  general 
hubbub  of  business  were  the  cause  of  the  complaints  and  the  owner  of  the 
warehouse  was  asked  to  take  the  matter  up  with  the  drivers  of  the  delivery 
vehicles . 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1 9b3 

It  was  learned  that  a business  established  the  pervious  year  for 
providing  accommodation  for  other  peoples  animals  ceased  early  in  the 
year  when  the  annual  licence  failed  to  be  renewed. 

SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1 964 

One  application  for  registration  was  made  by  a person  not  occupying 
premises  but  whose  usual  place  of  residence  was  in  the  area. 

EXAMINATION  OF  PLANS 

This  forms  a very  important  aspect  of  our  work  for  not  only  do 
we  achieve  compliance  with  the  various  legislation  it  is  our  duty  to 
enforce,  but  the  advice  often  profferred  can  sometimes  save  unnecessary 
expense. 

The  close  and  friendly  co-operation  with  the  Building  Inspector, 
built  up  over  the  years,  was  maintained,  ensuring  a high  quality  of 
lias on. 

Forty  eight  plans  were  examined  for  the  numerous  points  of 
compliance  concerning  thes- 

Factories  Act,  1961,  Clean  Air  Act,  1956, 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations , 1 960,  Standard  Grants, 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premi.ses  Petroleum  (Consolidation) 

Act,  1 963 , Act,  1928. 

Discrepancies  which  come  to  light  must  be  taken  up  with  the 
submitter  of  the  plan  fo.r  only  in  respect  of  unsatisfactory  chimney 
heights  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956, has  the  Council  any  power  to 
reject  a plan. 
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